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National Cathedral School

2026-2027 ACADEMIC PROFILE

NATIONAL CATHEDRAL SCHOOL (NCS) is an independent, college-preparatory,
Episcopal day school for girls in Grades 4-12 that was founded in 1900. Located in
Washington, DC, on the grounds of Washington National Cathedral, NCS students come
from the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia.

We believe in the power of young women and educate them to embrace our core values
of excellence, service, courage, and conscience.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING

NCS operates on a two-semester academic calendar, with athletics/physical education following a
trimester schedule. Mid-year grades are available by the last week of January.

NCS follows a rotating schedule, and classes meet four times per seven-day cycle, for two 60- and
two 85-minute blocks. Students gather once per cycle for a divisional chapel service, and the whole
school gathers once per cycle for a service in Washington National Cathedral.

The NCS Center for Ethical Leadership and Service offers, for all students, a co-curriculum focused
on health and wellness, religious studies, community service, and leadership. These topics are woven
into class and seminar experiences, as well as Cathedral and chapel services, lecture series, and
homeroom meetings. NCS students live by four core values—excellence, service, courage, and
conscience—and we embrace these values in the classroom, on the field, on stage, in exchange
programs, and in our meeting time together.

After graduation requirements have been met, students may design academic independent studies,
to be pursued for a semester or more, under the supervision of an NCS mentor.

ACADEMIC NOTES AND HIGHLIGHTS

MOVING BEYOND AP AND NOTES FOR
THE CLASS OF 2027

Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year,
NCS will no longer teach AP coursework. The

CURRICULAR HIGHLIGHTS

e Most Upper School students take five core
homework-bearing courses per semester.

highest level of coursework is labeled “Advanced - e Due to the curriculum’s structure, very
Studies” or AS. few students take AS coursework before
junior year.

For previous classes (including the class of
202,7)7 AP offerings were limited, and juniors e Students are limited to three homework-
and seniors were permitted to take a maximum bearing AS courses per semester,

of two AP courses per semester (with special and most juniors and seniors take two.
permission required for additional APs). NCS
did not offer AP courses in English and offered
only one AP course in Social Sciences.

e Nearly all AS courses are single-section
courses, and due to NCS’s small size, a
student is not guaranteed their scheduling

Note for colleges: the Class of 2027 transcripts requests.

may include a mix of AP and AS courses. Please

contact College Guidance if you have questions. e NCS has a coordinate program with the

all-boys St. Albans School (STA) that includes
academic offerings in all departments, as

well as in performing arts and athletics.
Coordinate courses are subject to limited
enrollment.
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NCS STATISTICS
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12 AVERAGE CLASS SIZE
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8:1 STUDENT TEACHER RATIO
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84% OF FULL-TIME FACULTY

hold advanced degrees
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598 STUDENTS
312 in Grades 9-12
D.C., Maryland, & Virginia
49.2% students of color*

25% receive financial aid

*percentage based on number of students who disclosed this information
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Class of 2026
77 SENIORS

NCS is a founding member of the Association of College Counselors in Independent
Schools (ACCIS), a member of the National Association for College Admission Counseling
(NACAG), and complies with the NACAC statement of principles of good practice.

RANK AND GRADING POLICY

NCS does not rank its students. NCS uses an unweighted 4.0
grade-point scale and calculates a student’s GPA based on the
final grade in the course. All courses taken for academic credit
and receiving a letter grade are included in the GPA and
reported to colleges.

A 4.0 93-100 C 20 73-76 DP  Distinguished Pass
A- 3.7 90-92 C- 17 70-72 P Pass

B+ 3.3 87-89 D+ 13 67-69 MP  Minimal Pass

B 3.0 83-86 D 1.0 63-66 AU  Audit

B- 2.7 80-82 D- 0.7 60-62 RX  Medically Excused
C+ 23 77-79 E 0.0 59 & below

Chorale and Orchestra music classes may not be taken for a letter grade.

STANDARDIZED TESTING PROFILE

The Class of 2026 mean scores:

HONOR POLICY

The NCS Honor and Discipline Boards review all infractions
and recommend suitable action to the school administration.
Students who receive an infraction are counseled by the College
Guidance Office and the Dean of Student Life to report the
violation and consequence when applying to college.

ACCREDITATION

NCS is accredited by the Middle States Association and the
Association of Independent Maryland Schools.
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DETAILS OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS BY GRADE

oth Grade 1oth Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade
English English 9 English 10 Foundations in Am Lit/ Elective/Elective
Elective
Math Geometry Algebra Precalculus
Science Physics Chemistry
Social Sciences Modern World One semester U.S. History or
History World Geography AS U.S. History
Religious Studies One semester Living Religions of the World, plus a one-semester elective
World Languages Level 10r 2 Level 2 or 3 Level30r4
Arts Two semesters in either the Visual or Performing Arts
Health, CELS CELS & Health/ Peer Group Health & CELS
Community Service 60 hours of Community Service
PE 3 seasons 3 seasons 2 seasons 2 seasons
COLLEGE MATRICULATION
100% of students are admitted to a four-year university. NCS supports students considering a gap year.
Graduates from the Classes of 2022-2026 matriculated to the following colleges:
9+ George Washington University Wesleyan University Reed College
Boston College Hamilton College William & Mary Rensselaer Polytechnic
Georgetown University Harvard University Institute
Syracuse University Indiana University s Rochester Institute of
Tulane University (Bloomington) Allegheny College Technology
University of Chicago Kenyon College American University San Diego State University
University of Michigan Lehigh University Amberst College Southern Methodist University
University of Pennsylvania Massachusetts Institute of Auburn University Suffolk University
University of St Andrews Technology Bates College The Ohio State University
University of Virginia Middlebury College Brandeis University University of Arizona
Northeastern University Carleton College University of California
5+ Occidental College Case Western Reserve (Los Angeles)

Brown University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Denison University
Duke University

New York University
Princeton University
University of Toronto
Yale University

2+

Barnard College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Bucknell University
Clemson University
Colby College
Columbia University
Drexel University

Purdue University
Rice University
Smith College
Spelman College
Stanford University
Temple University
Trinity College Dublin
Tufts University
United States Military Academy
University of California
(Santa Cruz)
University of Miami
University of Southern
California
University of Wisconsin
Vanderbilt University
Wake Forest University
Washington and Lee University
Wellesley College

University
Chapman University
Colorado College
Dickinson College
Emory University
Fordham University
Georgia Tech
Grinnell College
Hampton University
Haverford College
Lafayette College
Loyola Marymount University
McGill University
Northeastern University
London
Northwestern University
Penn State University
Pepperdine University
Pomona College

University of Colorado (Boulder)

University of Connecticut

University of Hong Kong

University of Maryland

University of North Carolina
(Chapel Hill)

University of Pittsburgh

University of Pittsburgh
(Johnstown)

University of South Carolina

University of Tampa

University of Tennessee

University of Texas

University of Vermont

Vassar College

Virginia Commonwealth
University

Washington University in St. Louis

Williams College
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NCS COURSE OFFERINGS FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

ENGLISH

Required Coursework

English 9

English 10

Foundations of American
Literature (11th Grade—one
semester’)

NCS Junior/Senior Electives
Students may also take electives at
STA. All electives are one semester
in length.

Asian-American Literature
Banned Books in the U.S.

Black Lives in Literature
Creative Writing: Poetry/Prose
From Page to Screen

Global Perspectives

Literature of the Vietnam War
Writing Politics

Writing Seminar

Theater & The State

AS English Electives:
Only one AS elective is offered per

semester, and students are limited to

enrolling in one AS course per year.

AS Protest in Literature
AS American Horror Stories

MATHEMATICS/
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Three levels of math courses

are available for Algebra 2 and
Precalculus—standard, Accelerated,
and AS.

(*denotes one semester course)

Principles Algebra/Geometry
Geometry

Accelerated Geometry
Algebra 2

Accelerated Algebra 2
Precalculus

Accelerated Precalculus
Calculus I*

Calculus IT *

Statistics *

Intro to Computer Science *

AS Mathematics

AS Algebra 2/Trig

AS Precalculus

AS Statistics A *

AS Statistics B*

AS Calculus AB

AS Calculus BC

AS Multivariable Calculus I * **
AS Multivariable Calculus II * **
AS Macroeconomics *

AS Microeconomics *

** students may not take both
courses due to redundant material

RELIGION

Required Coursework
Living Religions (one semester
taken in 11th or 12th)

NCS Electives
Global Ethics

A Good Life **
Good and Evil **

** May be taken AS with additional
coursework and dept. approval

SCIENCE

Required Coursework
Physics (oth Grade)
Chemistry (10th Grade)

NCS Junior/Senior Electives

(* denotes one semester course)

Anatomy & Physiology I *

Anatomy & Physiology II *

Biology

Global Infectious Disease *

Intro to Chem/Mech Eng *

Intro to Computer Aided Design
(CAD) *

Research Topics in Protein
Engineering *

AS Science Electives

AS Biology

AS Chemistry (taken after
Chemistry in 10th Grade)

AS Environmental Science

AS Physics with Calculus

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Required Coursework
Modern World History
(o9th Grade)
Geography I
(10th Grade—one semester)
U.S. History or AS U.S. History
(11th Grade)

NCS Junior/Senior Electives
Students may also take electives at
STA. All electives are one semester
in length.

Politics & Government in
America
Social Psychology

AS Social Science Electives
Due to the curriculum structure,
only 1 AS elective is available in
the fall.

AS Art History **

AS Cities: Urban Spaces &
People

AS Film History

AS Geography IT

AS Modernity

AS U.S. and the World 1945+

**Interdisciplinary offering with

the Visual Arts Dept.

WORLD LANGUAGES

AS levels available starting at the
3rd level for French and Spanish,
the 4th level for Latin, and the §th
level for Chinese.

(* denotes one semester course)

French
French 1
French 2
French 3
French 3 Accelerated
French 4
AS French 4—
Francophone Cultures
French 5—
Cinema & Culture I* **
French 5—
Cinema & Culture IT* **
** post—AS

Spanish

Spanish 1

Spanish 2

Spanish 3

Spanish 3 Accelerated
Spanish 4

AS Spanish 4—

Language & Cultures
AS Spanish 4—Literature
Spanish 5—

Cinema & Culture I * **
Spanish 5—

Cinema & Culture IT * **
** post—AS level

Latin
Latin I
Latin IT
Latin IIT
Latin IV
AS Latin IV - Literature &
Composition
Latin V—
Cinema & Culture I * **
Latin V—
Cinema & Culture II * **
** post—AS level

Chinese

Chinese 1

Chinese 2

Chinese 3

Chinese 4

AS Chinese 5—
Language & Culture

ARTS

All courses (except for Yearbook
Journalism) are one semester in
length. Students may fulfill their
two-semester art requirement at
NCS or STA.

NCS Visual Art Offerings
Ceramics & Design I
Ceramics & Design 11
AS Ceramics & Design
(pre-req I and II)
Drawing & Painting I
Drawing & Painting II
AS Drawing & Painting
(pre-req I and II)
Photography I
Photography IT
AS Photography (pre-req I and IT)
Yearbook Journalism
AS Yearbook Journalism
(application only)
AS Art History **
AS Human Centered Design
**Interdisciplinary offering with the
Social Science Dept.

NCS/STA Music Offerings
(shared dept.)

Chorale

Orchestra

Music Theory

Whitechapel Guild

AS Madrigal Singers **

AS Chamber Orchestra **
Cathedral Girl Choristers **

** Audition only

NCS/STA Theater Offerings
(shared dept.)

Acting I

Acting IT

AS Acting (pre-req I and IT)
Stagecraft

Design I

Design IT

AS Design (pre-req I and IT)
Directing I

Directing II

AS Directing (pre-req I and II)
Public Speaking



